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Story of the Eventful Journey From
Victoria Island to the Mainland, Dur-

ing Which a Seal Supplies Food
When the Supply Runs Out

By VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON.
17th wo liad said good-b- y

MAY the last Eskimo we saw-I-

Victoria Island. Their
temp lay a littlo west of tho mlddlo of
Prince Albert Sound. Although It
must havo been nearly two months
tinea they started with loaded sledges
on tho eastward Journey from their
winter hunting district n tho south-wi- st

shore of Ranks Island, they were
tu l living chiefly on supplies of polar
bear meat brought with them; but the
tine had como for them to start tho
ccrlbou hunt.

Some of their friends already had
moved Into tho mountains to the north
that separate Prlnco Albert Sound
from Mlnto Inlet, and It was tho In- -'

tentlon of those last three families
with whom we had been visiting to
follow them northward the day after
our departure. As. a matter of fact,
they would have gone even sooner
tad It not been for our visit.

I think it was Capo Back on Vic-

toria Island for which we headed on
leaving the Eskimo village. The
charts were not very accurate hero,
any more than anywhere else In the
Arctic, and It Is only tho most

points that ono can certainly
identify. After travelling: for about
four hours wo camped to give me a
chance to enter In my diary more
fullv the varied Information of which
1 had taken only hasty notes during
cur stay with the people.

Cnrlbon Moving Northwest.
In something like twelve miles of

travel this day we must have crossed
at least five hundred caribou tracks,
but most of them wero over a week
old. Tho general direction In which
tho trails led was approximately
northwest. Wo saw only three bands,
ot eight, seven and three animals,

All of them were too wild
to allow us a close approach, although
Nntkuslak fired two or throo vain
shots at one of the bands.

Wo saw no seals cither. It was as
vet too early for the common Beal

'ftldai to upprar oi top of the lec,
nd the bearded seals frequent in gen-- -l

rly the neighborhood of land.
.v expected that on our
approach to land wo should see torao
of them.

Our sled was so heavily loaded with
to ethnological specimens purchased
and tno geological ones picked up on
VI. torla Island that It was Impossible
for us to haul much meat with us.

ur second day, therefore, found us
nearly out of food, when, according to
cxpp- tat ions, on approaching within
nbiut Eoven miles of Capo Back wo

a bearded seal lying beside a tide
"a. u on ot which it had hauled it-- "

V was an especially wakeful
animal and u took Nutkuslak over
tvro hours to make a successful ap-
proach. As neither the dogs nor our-alv- cs

had had quite enough to cat in
the morning, wo camped near where
the animal was killed and allowed
the dogs to gorge themselves. v

lfcired Iloads With Axe.
From Cape Back until wo rounded

r'ipe Baring wo had rougher lco than
w wro used to und our heavy and
'"'iky load mado tho going somewhat
d'lleijit Hero and there wo wero
fe.recJ J , nJ0 whlch We had
"long with us for tho purpose of road
making, and It sometimes took us an
"our to make fifteen or twenty yards.
Between Cape Baring and what the
Admiralty chart calls "Cap Kendall"
the ico alao was rough, and moreover
tho weather was so thick with falling
enow and fog that wo could seldom see

than a few hundred yards.
Wlet wo reached "Capo Kendall"

hruj conic to the point from which
r r t,,lvmo of the western end of
D'lpbm nnl Union straits had to bo
"Ran I ollowlng the island coast

wound toward Point Williams, whero
the straits wero narrower, might bavo
been the stfer thtnp to dn at this Bea-
ton of tho year, for spring was ap
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proaching and tho ice in the open sea
could bo expected to break up with a
strong wiml at any time and to float
to tho westward, carrying us off with
It. But following tho coast any farther
was very much out of the way, and
besides I had a special reason for
wanting to cross the straits just at
thoir western ends, whore tho charts
place "Clerk Island." i

Looking- - ror an Island.
On our way east along the coast of

tho mainland tho year before wo had
kept a keen lookout for Clerk Island,
but had failed to sea it. According
to tho account of its discoverer, Sir
John Richardson, it is a good sized
Island lying not more than twelve
miles off tho mainland shoro. It hap-
pens that on this part of the main-
land tho Melvill mountains are near
the coast, and It had therefore been
an easy thing for mo to climb a fow
hundred feet Into their slopes for the
purpose of sweeping the sea Ice with
my glasses. The weather on this por-
tion of our eastward Journey had for-
tunately been clear, and although the
mountains of Victoria. Island Itself,
sixty miles away, were clearly visible,
there was no sign of Clerk Island, al-
though under the conditions of visibil-
ity which wo hod I should have been
atlo to see an Eskimo camp had it
btpn no farther offshoro than Rich-
ardson describes Clerk Island as be-

ing.
It had for a year been fairly clear

in my mind that Clerk Island did not
exist, and I was anxious to put tho
matter beyond doubt by crossing now
in a direct line from "Capo Kendall"
to Point Kinney, which should tako
us across tho site of Clerk Island.

A Uelnr In Meal Hour.
As tho common seals wero not yet

out, wo decided that if wo took to the
ico of tho straits with our sled empty
of meat (as It already was, for we
had finished all we had taken with' us
ot tho seal killed' two days before), wo
should probably starve, for iiono but
rnmmnn sefit.M rotlld bo eXDecterl nny- -

whero over flvo miles from shoro. Wo
wero sailing so closo to tho wind in
tho matter ot provisions, on account
of the weight of our load, that any
untoward circumstance such as bad
weather was sure to bring us to grief.

it Jinnninfvl hern that the weather
remained unfavorable, cloudy, and
with snow squalls, wo campoa tor

u-- rlnvn without being able to secure
anything to oat. Of course wo knew
tho tido was bouna to turn soon, anu
the matter caused us no anxiety ex-

cept that the season was advancing
and each day the crossing o the
straits would become more and more
dangerous.

Tho third day dawned bright and
clear, and by 0 o'clock in tho morn-

ing tho enow was thawing all around
US. ThlS Was WO Iirsi maw wu

seen in Victoria Island, Wltn tne
coming out of the sun the seals came
out also, and Natkusiak and I soon
v, nna ench. Bv the middle of tho
afternoon (May 26) wo wero on tbo
road to the mainland, ncauing air--n

for Point Tlnney, and taking our
course from a conspicuous mountain
on tho mainland which wo Knew from
tho year before.

A Conaerrntlvo Explorer.
It is vosslble moro than half a cen-

tury after the event, and long after
the death of the dlstlngulsed explorer-'naturali- st

who first described tho
mainland shore of Dolphin and Union
Straits, to read hla psychology, to an
extent, ss though tho man himself
wero with us, by comparing his print-

ed account with tho, facts. Ho was
evidently rigorously truthful in mat-

ters ot fact, but "conservative" In his
Judgments. If ho snyn tho formation
i wh unnrlntnne. one may be stlro It Is
sandstone, and red; If ho wero to say he
measured a stratum ana rouna it ien
feet thick. I should ftel sure It was
ten teet t5ck; but if no eay Ijo U--

-

feel

strik-
ing

tho height of the Melvlllo Mountains
on the mainland at about flvo hundred
feet. We could seo them from Vic-
toria Island to tho vicinity of Tolnt
Dcaso Thompson, though v,o etood on
tho sea Ice. In other wordo, tho high-
er sections of tho mountains must bo
from 1.560 to 2,000 feet high.

During our stay af'Capo Kendall"
wo found that it was not a cape at all
but on Island. This surprised mo not
so very greatly, for while tho Ad-
miralty charta of this region arc good
enough to sail by, ono Is accustomed
to finding them unrcllablo In tho ls

of tho coast. Indeed they cannot
well bo anything else, for most ot
them aro mado from ships ot great
draught standing a long way offshore.
From the masthead of such a ship
oven in clear weather there is much
difficulty in seeing the true character
of the coast line, and bad weather ot
course makes this Impossible.

Dr. Ilae'a excellent Work.
The Interesting thing about our dis-

covery that "Capo Kendall" Is an
Island Is not that we discovered It,
but tho fact that Dr. John Rae had
discovered it long before, ns I have
since learned from consulting his con-

tribution to Vol. 22 of the
of the Royal Geographical

Society. In hLi excellent Journey In
1 SSI hn had found hero an Island
vhlch he had named Bell Island, and
he had located it correctly off the
mouth of a bay which In reality ex-

ists exactly as he portrays it on hl3
sketch map.

Colllnson. when he sailed past this
point a year or two later, made ob-

servation to the effect that, true
enough, at a distance, this looks like
an island, but on close approach he
found It to bo part of .the mainland
and he therefore struck out the name
ot Bell Island and called It "Cape
Kendall," and his "correction" was
adopted by tho .makers of the Ad-

miralty chart.
We camped at the spot for several

days and hunted seals all around the
Island and found it to be shaped as
Dr. Rae Indicates In his chart, to be
located with reference to tho bay ex-

actly as he locates It. and to be sep

HOULD Dickens's "Six Poor Trav
Nellcrs" cross tho ocean In about

a year, hoodwink the Immigra
tion officials and Journey over the Bos-

ton post road to Port Chester they
would find a haven equal to that
which they left in tho quaint English
city of Rochester. Food, entertain-
ment and a lodging for tho night will
bo theirs, free of charge, freo of cart
and free of that worst of bugaboos of
Indigent wanderers In fact and Action

work. As an offset to this stato of
bliss they will find that it lasts for one
night only. After brealtfast tho way-

farers must bo up and packing. Just
as they did in tho English refuge.

It was Richard Watts. Esq., who by
his will of August 22, 157!, founded the
British charity for roor traveller. It
was James S. Merrltt, of
Westchester, who provided "a freo
lodging hou.se for Indigent transients"
In his will ot April 7, 1019.

The estlmahlu Watts specified In his
bequest that travellers "who not being
rogues or proctors may receive gratis
for ono night lodging, entertainment
nnd fourpence each." No such restric-
tion is placed on tho legacy left by
Mr. Merrltt. By power of his office ho
had learned that no rogue within his
dlfctrlct would bo in need of assistance,
nnd as for proctors, well, as the dic-

tionary gives half a dozen definitions
of tho word It Is quite safo to say UitTt

ho passed them over in bllence. How- - (

over, ns "proctor was a cant term in
Watts's time for professional beggar
or mendicant, again It is safo to say
that class of parasite will find the
wooden pprtnls of Mr. Merritt's rest
house barred.

Now tho "Six Poor Travellers"
are not mentioned hero solely for the
purpnro of comparison, According to
Mr. Merritt's friends, tho Port riiestei
rcfugo plan was Inspired by Dickens's
delightful talo "The Seven Poor Trav-
ellers," that being its right name, al-

though thero wero proporly only six.
Tho place Is also to bo a memorial to
M. Merritt's mother, who devoted
much of her life to relieving suffering
ana poverty.
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Westchester's

genera-
tion ahead of his tlmo, for while hl3
countrymen wero still using the (in
many ways absurd) methods of travel
which handicapped them to greatly
and led to so much needless suffering
and to so many deplorablo tragedlca,
he had put Into effect tho only sound
principle of tho traveller that of
doing in Rome as tho Romans do,
which In tho Arctic means using
methods of travel which the forces of
evolution havo taught to tho dwellers
of Icy lands, instead of methods which
men, some of them ingenious and
energetic, havo evolve; from their
inner consciousness aid from the
limited cxperienco of half a dozen
years.

It la a striking thing that John Rao
wintered In Repulso Bay, using only
tho food and fuel which nature has
provided at Repulse Bay, and that ho
did this within a decado of tho time
when Sir John Franklin's entire com-
pany of aiblo bodied Englishmen,
equipped quite as well as Rae's party,
starved helplessly and died to tho last
man In a country as well supplied with
food and) fuel ai was that where Rao
spent his winter In comfort.

That the country whero Franklin's
men starved Is sufficiently provided
with means of subsistence Is shown by
the fact that It was peopled by Ewklmo
both before and after that great trag-
edy. At tho very tlmo when theso
Englishmen were dying of hunger
there wero living all about them
Eskimo families who wero taking care
of their aged and bringing up their
children in comparative plenty, un-
aided by the rifles nnd other excellent
Implements which tho Englishmen had
in abundance.

When we parted with Dr. Anderson
and Capt Bernard I had told them It
was our Intention to proceed to Banks
Island and spend tho summer there.
It was arranged that tho Teddy Bear
would come along whenever the lco
cleared off and would pick us up In
the neighborhood of Nelson Head, but
In caso anything occurred to change
our plans wo were to build conspicuous
beacons nt one or moro of halt n
dozen designated points on the chore
of Victoria Island. Tho Teddy Bear
when sho camo along would keep a

Dickensesque Refuge Plan
Sheriff Merritt's Legacy Shelter Indi-
gent T-ravell-

ers "Pip" War Hero

Sheriff Fred, as everybody through-- 1

out tho length, breadth, dingles nnd
dells of Westchester called him. was
steeped in Dickens lorn. As a truo,
disclplo o tho Master Writer ho had,. . . . . .tit. n A n n A - I 1 : I

hUUU UrtUUU VI .111, I IVKniUK, IIIU
Jollity of Mark Taplcy and tho tender-
ness of Tom Pinch. Ho lived a Dick-
ensesque existence, quoted Dickens
constantly, and his friends declare that
had custom permitted he would havo
dressed like ono ot the Chceryblo
brothers, for thoso were his favorite
characters. Ono of his hobbles was to
pick Dickens characters from among
the tiadesmen. His chief complaint
was that he could find no law stationer
to fit Snagsby'a nliiio and "lay down
another halt crown."

"But perhaps It ii Just ns well," ho
often remarked, "for if a boy was to
die hero as littlo Joe died, well, I
wouldn't stand that sort of thing,
that's nil."

Of courso tho big blacksmith who
hammered and clinked at his forgo on
tho outskirts of tho town was "Jo
Clarscry." Not a whit did It matter
to tho Sheriff that the maker of horse-sho- es

nnd welder of wagon Urea had
no throwlsh wifo, but tho happiest of
homes and a ton wholiad captured
first prize in the hlsh bchool debating
contest "He looks tho part," was Mr.
Merritt's explanation nnd critical
friends agreed. "Gar-ger- y"

was one of tho Sheriff's favor-
ites and tho latter was often among
the group drawn to tho clndery shop
of a night by tho witchery of glowing
metal and mystery muttering bellow.

Then thero was "Pip," Ho first
camo to Sheriff Fred's notlco as a shy,
tow headed urchin sitting near the
resonant anvil ono crisp October eve-
ning. Ills odd words, "I wish I could
catch ono of them so It might toll mo
whero they all go," while ho watched
sparks dart frcjp. the tingling metal,
started the friendship. Ho was chris

left there a short account of our do-
ings and plans, enclosed in one of our
airtight malted milk tins. We had
long ago consumed tho last ot tho
malted milk, but wo still kept a few
of tho cans with us.for they wero
excellently mado and Ideal receptacles
for matches or anything clso that
must not be dampened or affected by
tho weather. Of course, this can
would have been plunder to the Eski-
mo had they found it, but wo knew
that none ot them wero duo to visit
"Cape Kendall" until tho spring of
tho following year, and we felt sure,'
tho Teddy Bear would como along
before then, as sho eventually did.

I learned later from Dr. Anderson
that it waa on July 20, or a little
more than two months after we built
tho cairn, that they sighted it with
thoir glasses from the schooner eight
or ten miles out at sea and came in.
to pick up tho message. Incidentally
they verified in summer what I had
seen clearly enough In winter, that
tho place is really an Island and not
a cape.

Jtartlinic Cllmatla Chnnce,
Tow things In my travelling

havo been so startling as the
chango in cllmato apparent on our
fouthwestward journey ot sixty miles.
Tho Inornlng ot our day of leaving
Bell Ifland was tho first thaw ot tho
year nt that place. The second day
out from there, thirty or so miles to
the southwest, it becamo evident that
warm spring weather had been in
force for a considerable time, for tho
snow was nearly gone off the ice. A
few of the deeper snowdrifts only re-
mained nnd water channels furrowed
tho surface everywhere.

On tho third day this becamo still
morn npparent, and on tho fourth, '

when wo approached tho mainland
shorn, tho Ice was in a condition that
could bo produced only by three weeks
or a month of thaws. Tho tido cracks
which at this season of the year
should In tho of Victoria
rsland bo no moro than a foot or eigh-
teen Inches In width, had near tho
mainland less than sixty miles south
been eaten by running water to a
w!dth of four or live leet, so that tt

tened "lip" on the spot and grew Into
the Sheriff's heart from that moment.
Many a ramblo tlwy took together, for
tho youngster's quaint, original say-
ings were a delightful remedy for tho
annoyances of official cares.

But llko tho "lip" for whom ho wis
named the youngBter never came into
"Great Expectation!" which many

predicted for him. Ho at-
tained tho kind that neither moth nor
rust corrupt.

Whon war was declared tho1 lad had
Just passed that great event tho firs
long troiifcrs. , A few days later he
was missing and Sheriff Fred was
deeply worried, his parents distraught
whllo tho wholo town felt uneasy.
Then camo tho news that dreamy eyed
"Pip" had told a white llo (which isn't
a llo at all, but tho noblest words that
can pass the lips of any ono) and had
boosted Ills age a bit to Join tho army.

Of course tho Sheriff fussed nnd
fumed, but it was noticed that a pic-
ture of tlif boy In uniform was placed
ou tho most prominent part of Mr.
Merritt's desk and that he spent nn
uncommon amount of tlmo nt the
desk.

Within a fow months tho young sol-
dier sailed. After that followed the
weary days of waiting. First It was
for notes that told of safe arrival, then
for tho dread roll which cast its
shadow on so many homes, tho casual-
ty list.

The blow came Just as Sheriff Fred
had finished chuckling over a whim-
sical lotter from his protege, a note
explaining a bit of barter in which
Vankeo wits were matched against n
French peasant's shrewdnesn. Thrown
In at tae end was a postscript telling
of promotion won by nn excursion Into
tho perils of No Man's Land.

"Klllod In action" was tho curt epi-
taph of tho War Department message.
When the red tnpo was unravelled It
becamo known that Pip, ho ot tho
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way. Wo were still twelvo or fifteen
miles off tho mainland shoro and Just
passing tho mouth ot tho Crocker
River when in one of our short halts
wo heard a nolso aa of tho rustling of
wind among leaves o'r as the roar of
a waterfall made faint through dis-
tance. I took tho noise to be made
by tho rushing waters of Crocker
River, but N'atkuslalc was of another
opinion.

Htklrao Becomes Timid.
lit had been worried from the start

about tho crossing, for, like all Eski-
mo known to me. he was excessively
timid in the matter of venturing far
offshoro on tho sea ico. He now de-

clared that it was clear that the Ice
on which wo wero had drifted offshore
andJwhat we h'eard was the noise of
tho waves breaking against the edge
of tho Ice floe on which we wero float-
ing off to sea. I did not much believe
this, but acting (as I always mean to
do) on the principle that It Is better
to bo safe titan sorry, and at tho
strong Inslstanco of Natkusiak I head
ed straight for shoro so as to find ou
the worst at once. The main object
of tho crossing had been accomplished

that of showing that Clerk Island
was not whero It Is located on the
charts but had we continued our
course for Point Tlnney we should
hao saved a day of extra travel.

It turned out that those last twelve
miles or so before reaching shore
wero a very difficult stretch to nego-
tiate. Tho nearer wo got to land the
moro water thero was on the Ice and
the deeper were tho channels through
which it was running toward the tide
cracks by which It Joined the water of
the sea. Many of theso channels were
eighteen Inches or oen two feet in
depth, and hero nnd thero actua
holes had appeared In tho lco so tint
wo had to bo careful to fieo that nei-
ther oursclvesnor our sled and dogs
went through to the bottom.

Perhaps three miles from shore we
were stopped by a lead about twenty
feet wide. It was clear now that Nat-
kusiak had lioen mistaken, nnd that
the nolso wn heard wan really the
noise of Crocker River. It Is probable
that had we kept our course for Toint
Tinney wo should not havo been con- -

winsome, shy ways, had given his life
so that a wounded "buddy" might
reach tho shelter of shell hole.

"God needed him to mako heaven
safo for democracy" was the Sheriffs
husky comment ns tho vivid' sparks
disappeared over tho silent group
about tho forgo that nlKht.

Each Chiihtinas Sheriff Fred would
scour Westchester for "Bob Crnchitts"
and "Tiny Tims" and If any ono went
hungry during tho merry' season It
was that particular one's own fault.
Ho delighted in routing distress in odd,
mysterious ways and many who wero
benefited never knew the kind hand
that had helped them.

Toward the latter end of his life he
confided to special friends hi project
for building tlio refuge for "indigent
transients." That was what ho always
called poverty stricken, lonely down
nnd outs. It was his way o' sparing
their feelings and what Unrerlng pride
wasi left.

Thero Is ;,000 set aside specially for
the building of the shelter, but It la un-
derstood that further arrangements
havo been mado for maintenance, A
number of Westchester citizens havo
become interested and havo volun-
teered that In cae funds fail to pro-
vide freo "lodgings and entertainment"
they will seo that the cupboard never
Id bare. Ono good hearted, enthusias-
tic soul has offered the permanent uso
of nn nutoniobll'i to give the wanderers
a lift on the first leg of their Journey
"tho next morning ' Tho plan is be-
ing considered. Another wishes to
sponsor an endless supply of stout
stockings. A third is willing to lssuo
orders for tho soling and heeling of
boots and shoos.

Theso and many similar plodges of
asslstanco wero sources of great Joy to
tho Sheriff as ho nearcd tho final goal.
And hn took great pleasure In telling
his cruulrs to.

"Tt all goes to proe what Dickons
srucht to trtich thero H far moro
good in the world than bud and thoio
it a soft spot in every one's heart,"
was ono of his last sage remarks as he
feebly Jotted down the parting Instruc-
tion for his legacy to humanity, "The
Poor Travellers."

MAMAYOUK , the ESKIMO WOMAN WHO WAS
PART of Hhe EXPLORERS EXPEDITION from --the
BEGINNING and WENT THROUGH LONG JOURNEY5.
BLIZZARDS and FAMINES WITH UNDISTURBED GOOD

SPIRITS .

Thaw Catches Party and Necessitates
Conversion of Sledge Into Boat to i

Carry Explorers Over Danger- -

ously Wide "Lead" in Ice
fronted at landtng with so wido a lend
as this was, for tho fresh water
brought down from inland by Crocker
River had evidently contributed much
to the decay of the ice in tho Immedi-
ate vicinity. In fact the mud brought
down by the river was scattered all
over the Ice, and this had much ac-
celerated tho thawing. The point at
which we wero trying to land was
four or Ave miles vest of tho mouth
of Crocker River.

A twenty foot lead 1", of course, far
too wido to cross in tho ordinary way,
but before devltlng extraordinary
means we scouted a milo or so ca"it
and west along the lead to se If thero
woro no narrow places, or elso loose
lco cakes, one of which wo could uso
for a raft In crossing. Thero was no
sign of either. To the eastward the
lead naturally got wider nnd widor
toward tho mouth of the river; to the
westward it maintained its width, and
It3 courso ran through f.uch rough
pressure lco that to follow It with a
sled was out of tho question.

The lead was full of Wo first
thought of shooting two or three of
them, skinning thorn, inflating the
skins and using them for floats to
carry the sled across tho lead a thing
which Eskimo often do (such an In-

flated sealskin has tho buoynncy of
about 300 pounds). Wo had, however,
been wading knee deep through water
for ten or twelve hours and wero cold,
tired and sleepy, nnd impatient of any
delay such as would havo been caused
r?y tho killing nnd skinning of wveral
seals. Besides the wind was beginning
to blow from offshoro and thero as no
means of telling that delay would not
be disastrous. At this season of tho
year a strong land wind may drive ull
tho ico away from shoro nnd break It
up Into small cakes Just what Natku-
siak had supposed was happening,
when we first heard the noise of
Crocker River.

An Iniprnt lird Itnft.
Wo had with uh a ten gallon gal-

vanized iron screw topped tank, which
had originally contained nlcohol for
the preservation of zoological speci-
mens, but which wo had for a year
used In our sledgo trael as a rorepta-cl- n

for blubber for our dogi nnd lamps.
Wo had also a flvo gallon kerosene tin
and a brass water bottle which wo
had used for carrying drinking water.
What kerosene thero was left in the
tin we emptied Into a teapot and a
tin dish wo had with vs: then wo
closed tightly the nVohol tin nnd the

Mr. Goslington
T Is my opinion," said Mr. Gos"I lington, "that beggars talk-to-o

much. For Instance, this
morning I mot a man who askud mo
for a nickel with which to buy a cup
of coffee. As I was reaching for tho
nickel ho kept right on talking, telling
me among other things that ho hadn't
had anything to eat for three days.
which I know of course was false, and
which detracted very much from my
pleasure In giving.

"I nm nn eiusy mark. Perhaps ns I
grow older I shall grow harder, but as
1 feel about it now I would rather give
to a dozen frauds than take a chance
of missing ono man who was hungry.
Still, I don't like tho fraud to bo too
obvious: nnd I am sure there must be
many prospective givers who, whon
the beggar keeps on with that surplus
talk, rescind their original determina-
tion to givo nnd keep their money in
their pocket. Surely you would think
tho beggar would learn wisdom and
talk less, wouldn't you?

"But the beggar is not tho osil man.
How often do wo hear it snld of some
banquet speaker that ho is a good
talker but he tilks too much! This
may scent a tuwsu way of putting It,

water bottle and lathed them to th
frame of our sled, which we had pre--
vlously nailed.

With a shovel for n paddle w
pushed tho sledge into the water and
I got aboard it to paddle across. As
a measure of precaution wo took care --

before launching the sled Into th
water to fasten a rope to It for Nat-kusla- lc

to hold, so that in case the
buoyancy piovcd insufficient he would
at leat bo ab'.o to haul mo back to the
ice again.

The floating power of the sledga
fitted with the tin cans proved to b
Just so much that It settled till the
water was up to my waist as I sat on
the sled. Paddling It was slow work,
and much to tho surprise of both of us
it kept settling gradually until I waa
nearly up to my arms In the water, ,."'
and It becamo evident that our con

was going to sink. (

Thla seemed to mo to controvert th
laws of nature, but nevertheless I told
Natkusiak to pull tho sled back
again. When we got tho sled up on '
tho iep, it turned out that tho alcohol
can had half filled with water. Two
years before wo had cached It with Its
contents of nlcohol near the tip of
Cap's Perry, and on our return a few
months after learving it wo found it
empty and lying on Its side. We had
taken It for granted that a polar bear
had upset It and that tho alcohol had
leaked through the screw top, and

then wo had used it for
a year ns a blubber receptacle, we had '
neier noticed tli fact that there wu
In the bottom ot it a round hole a quar-
ter or( nn inch in diameter, through
which tho water had of courso rushed
In to fill tho can as soon as we had
pushed tho sledge raft into the water.

Wo emptied the can, blocked up thft
hole, launched the sledgo again, and
this tlmo I was ablo to paddle It all tho
way across tho lead without getting any
deeper than tho waist into tho water.
When I wan once across, it was a sim-
ple matter bv tlin use of a rope to pull
tho sKiIko backwards nnd forwards
across 1 no lead, and In that way to
ferry all nur gear safely over In a
dozen or so load.i of fifty pounds each.
Next to tho last c.imu the dogs, for it
was freezing rather hard, nnd wo did
not earn to mako the poor animals
swim. Last of all Natkusiak himself
was hauled over. Half an hour lator
we wero safely ndioro nn the mainland
of tho continent of North America and .1
had built a rearing dr.llwood fire. Fot J
tho tlmo being uur troubles were over. P

(Copj right, lOin. 11V Vllhjalmur

on Excess Talk
but that's what people say. This
speaker starts engagingly and talk
for a tlmo to tho pleasure of every-
body, wandering on then interminably;
to the romplcto obliteration of tho first
fuvorablo imprtsxion. Hero the only
result Is tho tiring of the sneaker's)
hinrcra; but tnlklng too much might
liavo a far moro serln-- result In the
cao if, wiy, a man applying for n Job,

".Many a man has talked himself out
of a prospective Ji... He goe to tho
employer with what ho wants to say
clearly laid out in his mind, he say
this clearly and simply, nnd the em-
ployer has practically made up his
mind to tako him; but then the appli-
cant keeps on talking, to his own un-
doing. As ho talks he reveals himself
In a light less fnvornblo; ho discloses
pertiaps some peculiarity that may not
ronlly be n detriment but t ls.it Ktrlkux

'the employer not ngreeabl ; and so
thin Job that nt Unit tlie applicant had
felt perfi'i t y sme of slips away from
mm entire y nnu wjtliout his realizing
JitKt how It nil camo nimtit.

"Tho beggar is far from brln? aloni
in overtalklng. There nre many men
in many walks who lack the fine gift

"of knowing when to stop."


